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EL a a en ee ad 


To a Young Minister of the Gospel. 
LETTER IV. 

Dear Sir—In our last letter, 
we left the “ Man of Sin,’ seated 
on his throne, and the Woman, 
or true Church, in the wilder- 
ness, where we shall leave her 
foi a while, and procced, in the 
prcent letter, to take a further 
view of the progress of the Man 


bent upon persuading all, and had, 
indeed, the good fortune to per- 
suade very many, that “ the bishop 
of Rome was constituted and afte 
fiointed by Jesus Christ, sufireme 
Legislaior S Judge of the Church 
universal’—and that. therefore, 
the bishops derived all their au- 
thority from the Roman Pontiff; 
nor could the councils determine 





of Sin. For, aithough the high 
pretensions of the Roman Pontiff 
were openly avow ed; yet, they 


several quarters ; but all of these 
pontiffs in succession (as if actu- 
ated by the same spirit) continued 
Steady to their purpose, and by a 
varie ty ofcircumstances favorable 
to their bold and ambitious de- 
| at length, gained such ac- 
Cessions of wealth and power, so 
as to become a terror and scourge 
to the kings, or rather the tyrants 
of Euro pe. It would fill many 
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volu mes to particularize all their 
echievments and ghostly exploits, 
‘ull elated with their overgrown 
prosperity, and become erogst 
bey fond measure, by the daily ac-. 

cessions that were made to 
“Togated authority, we 
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met with stron & OD] sosition from | Vain. 


their} 
re cagerly | chap. I, eec. VII. 


any thing without his permission 
or consent.”” This opinion was 
opposed by some, but opposed im 
In order to establish this 
audacious doctrine, they pretend- 
ed to support it on scripture prin- 
ciples; the Jewish high priests 
had anointed the Hebrew kings; 
Samuel anointed Saul, and aiter- 
wards anointed David to supply 
his place, one of the sons of the 
prophets, at the command of Eli- 
sha, anointed Jehu, and command- 
ed him to cutvroff the family of 
Ahab. Therefore, these haughty 
Roman Pontiffs as the Vicege- 
rents of the Prince of Peace, as- 
sumed the same authority as the 
prophets and Jewish high priests; 
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no wonder that they were prepar- 
ec and prompt at the business of 
wnointing Davids and Jehus, de- 
posing of Sauls and Jorams, and 
of hewing 3s in pieces before 
the Lord.* 

In consequence o! i! is arroga- 
ted authoritv, Pope Zachary (who 
was an active and enterprizine 
Ponti) anointed Pepin, who was 
called the Mayor of France, to b 
king in the reom of his mastei 
Chiideric, who was stript ef hi 
kingly pewer, and shut up ina 
convent; whiic Pepin and his off- 
spring reigned monarchs of thr 
kingdom of F Pepin, te 
reward the sof the Ro- 
his arms : 
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oppressing the popes; cross 
Alps with a numerous anny, an 
having conqucred the Lombards 
gave aloree territory to the Se 
of Rome, by which the Pope: 
became temporal Princes in the 
year 756.7 Pope Lro Il. crown- 
ed Charicmrgne, the son of Pepin. 
emperor of Rome, 
him with the insign 
cignity, A. D. 800. Pone Alex- 
ander If. eave the kinecdom ol 
England to William, duke of Nor- 
mandy, who conquered, and took 
possession thereof, A. D. 1066.) 
Pope Gregory VII, commonly 
called Hildebrand, excommuni- 


and invested 


la of nnperial 





* The European sovereigns of 
this day are crowned and invest- 
ed with the ensigns of royalty by 
some great prelate, archbishop, 
Se. Is not this a horn of the 
beast 2 

t+ Mosheim, cent. vir. fart u. 
chaft i. sec. Vit, VIlt, IX. 

¢ History of Modern Europe, 
vol. r, fa.71. 

|| History of Modern Europe, 
vol. 1. fia. 170, 
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Toa Young Minister of the Gospel. 


cated Henry 1V, emperor of Ger. 
many. The effects of this papal 
thunder, through the ignorance 
and superstition of the times, was 
so great, that Henry, alarmed at 

wits which were likely to at- 
tend his excommunication, passed 
the Alps amidst the rigor o! a se- 
‘vere winter, arrived in the month 
of February, 1077, at the fortress 
of Carnusium, where the sancti- 
monius pontiff resided at that 
ume, with the voung ‘/ethilda, 
countess of JZuscanyv, Ure most 
powerful patroness of the church, 
and the most tender and afiection- 
ite of all the spiritual daughters 
of Gregory. 

Here the suppliant prince, un- 
mindful of his dignity, stood dur- 
‘ng three days at the entrance of 
this fortress, with his feet bare, 
his head uncovered, and with no 
other raiment but a wretched 
yiece of coarse woollen cloth 
‘hrown over his body to cover his 
nakedness. The fourth day he 
was admitted to the presence o 
the lerdly pontiff, who, with-2 
deal of difficulty, granted 
him the absolution he demanded; 
but the matter cid not end at this. 
a furious and bloody war ensued 
between the pope & emperor with 
‘each of their partizans which fot 
‘several years desolated Italy and 
Germany.* Pope Gregory the 
Vth excommunicated Robert, the 
king of France, in the year 995 
for marrying of Bertha, his cou 
sin in the fourth degree. This 
jhad such effect on the minds of 
‘his subjects, that the king w4 
abandoned by all his courtiers 
two servants excepted, and thesé 
‘threw to the dogs all the victuals 
which their master left at meals 
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To a Young diisster of ihe Gospet. G9 
and purified by fire, the vessels|life, and es ape the misery de- 
CIs ‘1, which he had been served; soj nounced against the wicked in a 
pal fearful were they of what had been|iuture state. This new and coin- 
nee touched by an excommunicated modious method of making atone- 
eis person.” We give this sketch as] ment tor iniquity, was the princi- 
d at a specimen of the enormous pow-j pal source of those immense trea- 
o at- er and arrogance of these pretend-|sures which, from this period, be- 
ssed led vicegerents of Christ; but ma-{gan to flow in upon the clergy, 
. See ny volumes would scarcely record} the churches and monasteries, and 
onth the wars, massacres, assassina-|continued to enrich them through 
Press ions, murders, and other abomi-|succeeding ages down to the pre- 
ncti- tio § Which had their origin inj{sent time. 
that papal tyranny and usurpation, a vc “But here itis highly worthy 
ilda, continued to desolate Europe thro’ |of observation, that the donations 
most pany centuries, the very rect! which princes and persons of the 
irch, f which, is enough to make hu-|first rank presented, in order to 
tion- vanity shudder. inake expiation tor their sins, and 
hters “The history of the pontiffs,/to satisfy the justice of God, and 
(says Mosheim) is the History of! the’ demands of the clerev, did 
. une s0 many monsters, not of men.!not consist in those private pos- 
dur- Maggend exhibits a horrible series of! sessions which every citizen’ may 
ce of the most flagitious and compll-} enjoy, and with which the con- 
bare, cated crimes, as all writers, even yents and churches were already 
th no fmethose of the Romish communion abundantly enriched. No; those 
tched unequivocally confess.”” Anopin- donations were carried to 4 much 
cloth on prevailed universally at this more extravagant length, and the 
er his Metune, that the punishment which church was endowed with several 
iv he ihe righteous judge of the world of these fublic grants, which are 
ace of has reserved for the trangressions peculiar to princes and sovereign 
rith 2 fee! the wicked, was to be prevent- states, and which are commonly 
-anted ed and annuled, by liberal dona- called regalia, or royal domains. 
nded; Hag Uons to God, to the saints, to the Emperors, kings and princes, 
t this courches and clergy. _ | signalized their superstitious ven- 
nsued In consequence of this notion, eration for the clergy, by invest- 
vr with fm the great and opulent, who were, ing bishops, churches, and mo- 
ch for ie Senerally speaking, the most re- nasteries, in possession of whole 
ly an¢ markabte for their flagitious and provinces, cities, castles, and for- 
ry the avzominable lives, offered out of tresses, with all the rights of sove- 
rt, the the abundance which they had ' reighty that were annexed to them 
rr 998, fm eccived by inheritance,or acquir-| under the dominion of their for- 
is cou fmm cd by rapine, rich donations to mer masters. Hence it came to 
«“ Thisfe Ceparted saints, their ministers | pass that they, who by their holy 
inds of fe on earth, and the keepers of the profession, were appointed to pro- 
ie was we mples that were erected to thetr claim to the world the vanity of 
artiers fe 2O"0r, in order to avoid the sul- human grandeur, and to inspire 
1 these MB *CTnss and penalties annexed by jnto the minds of men, by their 
rictuals MM ‘“e-priests to transgression in this jnstructions and their example, a 
meals: ie ~ * noble contempt of all sublunary 
ae al " History of Modern Europe, things, became themselves scan- 
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| dalous spectacles of worldly pomp, 
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ambition, and splender; were cre-!bishops and clergy, and the infly. 
ated dukes, counts and margui-. 
and | 
sovereigns; and not only gave! 
to nations, but also, upon many. 
wecasions, gave battle to their ene-; which you have seen in our third 
inies at tne head of numerous ar-. 


KES Judges, 


; legislators, 


mies of their own raising. It is 
here we are to look for the source 
of those dreadful tumults and eca- 
lamitics that spread desolation 
through #urofe in after umes, 
particularly of those bloody wars 
concerning investitures and those 
obstinate contentions and disputes 
about the reralia.’”* 

“ "Phe part of the cler- 
sry, inst f being examples of 
piety to the flock, abandonce 
themselves to their passions, with- 
cut moderation or restraint; thes 
were distinguished by t luxu- 
ry, their gluttony, and their lust, 
they gave themselves up to dissi- 
pations of various kinds, to the 
pleasutes of hunting, and what 
was still more remote from their 
sacred character to military stu- 
dies and enterprizes. They hac 
also so far extinguished every 
principic of fear and shame, that 
they became incorrigible. 

“It js indeed amczing, that not- 
withstanding the shocking nature 
of such vices, especially in a set 
of men whose professions obliged 
them to display to the world the 
attracting lustre of virtuous exam- 
ple; and notwithstanding the per- 
petual troubles and complaints 
which those vices occasioned; the 
clergy were still held, corrupt as 
they were, in the highest venera- 
tion, and were honored as a sort 
of deities, by the submissive mul- 
titude. This veneration for the 
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ence and authority it gave them 
over the peeple, were indced, car. 
ried much higher in the wes. 
than in the Fast.” the 


‘ 
onc? 
abhi de 


reason of 


letter. 

“The piety in vogue during 
these dark times, consisted jp 
building and embelishing church- 
es and chapels, in endowing M0o- 
nasteries crcctinge baselisks, hunt- 
ing atler the relics of saints and 
martyrs, and treat them with 
an excessive and absurd venera-. 
n. in procuring the intercession 
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of the saints by rich eoblations or 
superstitions rites, in worshipping 
images, in pilgrimages to those 
places which were esteemed holy, 
and chicfly to Palestine, and such 
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surd and extravagant prac- 
tices and institutions. The pious 
christian, and the profligate trans. 
sressor, shewed equal zeal in the 
pcriormance of these superstitious 
services, which were looked upot 
jas of the highest efficacy in orde 
Lo the attainment of eternal salve. 
tion; they were performed by the 
laiter aS an expiation for their 
crimes, and a mean of appeasing 
an offended deity ; and hy the for: 
mer, with a view to obtain from 
above, the good things of this 
life, and an easy and commodiots 
passage to life eternal. The true 
genuine relirion of Jesus, if we 
except a few of its doctrines cor 
tained in the creed, was utterly ur 
known, not only to the multitude 
in general, but also to the doctos 
of the first rank, and commence 
jin the church, and the consequeh 
| ces of this corrupt ignorance, wer 
fatal to the interests of virtue- 
All orders of men, regardless of 
the obligations of morality, of thé 
duties of the gospel, and the cul 
ture and improvement of thell 
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To a Young Miiister of the Gospel. 7 | 
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minds, rushed headlong with a 

erfect security into all sorts of 
wickedness, from the delusive 
hopes, that by the Antercessior 
and prayers of the saints, and the 
credit of the priests at the thron< 
of God, they would easily obta) 
the remission of their enorimities, 
and render the deity propitious 
This dismal account of the reli- 
gion and morality of the cight' 

century, is confirmed by the unan 

imous testimony of all the histo- 
rians Who have written concern- 
ing that period.” * 

As to the celebration of public 
worship, it would be too tedious 
to enter into an eXact enumcra- 
tion of the various rites and cere- 
monies which were introduced, o1 
which some were adopted by the 
whole body of Christians, others 
only by certain churches, The 
carcases of the saints transported 
from foreign countries, or discov- 
ered at home by the industry and 
diligence of sagacious and design- 
ing priests; not only obliged the 





To give you an idea of this kind 
of worship, we insert the follow - 
ing specimen: “In several of the 
churches in Frince, a festival was 
celebrated in commemoration of 
the Virgin Mary’s flight into 
Eeryy It was called the “ feast 
J the Ass’. A young gir!, rich- 
ly dressed, with a chiid in her 
arms, Was UDON all ass richly come 
parisoned. The ass was icd to 
the altar in solemn procession.— 
High mass was said with ere: 
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e+ 
Fue 


pomp. The ass was taught to 
kneel at proper places; a hymn 
was sung in his praise, which was 
both childish and impious. And 
when the ceremony was ended, 
the Priest, instead of the usual 
words with which he dismissed 
the people, brayed three times 
like an ass; and the pcople, i: 
stead of the usual response, bray- 
ed three times in return.’’* | 

It might not be amiss, in this 
piace, to give a small specimen of 
the manner of teaching, and pub- 
lic preaching, in these miserable 


rulers of the church to augment!times—this we are furnished with 
the number of the festivals already | in the life of saint Eligius, or Elvi, 
established; but to diversify them | bishop of Poyon, which is to be 


insuch a manner, so that each 


found in Dacherius’s Shicilegiam 


saint might have his own pecu-] Veter. Scriftor, tom. 11, p. 92.— 
liar worship; hence arose a num-| This passage, which is very pro- 


ber of pompous and vain ceremo- 
nies in the public service of the 
church, calculated indeed, to af- 
fector amuse the minds of the 
superstitious, admiring, ignorant, 


rish 


per to give us an idea of the piety 


of this age; seems to prove that 
saint Eligius was a very zealous, 
and industrious relic-hunter, and 
if we may give credit to the wri- 


and gazing populace, and to nou- ter of his life, he was very suc- 
a stupid veneration for the cessful at this kind of game; for 


saintly tribe; but not in the least he smelt out, and unkennelled the 
degree conducive to promote true carcases of Saint Quintin, saint 
piety, or even decent morality a- Plato, saint Crisfiin, saint Cris- 


amongst men; but were in many | fian, saint Lucian, and many 


instances destitute of good sense, 
or even common decency. 


Tete, 


more. The bishops of this age 
pretended to be endowed with a 
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72 Loa Young Min 


miraculous sagacity in discover- 
ing the bodies of saints and mar- 
tyrs. Thissame £lizius describes 
a cood ch wee in the followi ins 
snanner:—* He is a good chris- 
tian who comes frequently to the 
church, and offers pif s, and ob: 

tions, on the altar of God, wh 
never tastes his own {fruits unti. 
he has offcred some te God; wh« 
constanily attends the holy solem- 


reas 


vu 
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nities anc r teins in memory the]i 


creed, and the Lord’s prayer.— 
Redeem your souls from punish- 
ment whiie you have the means 
in your pow cr-—offer oblations anc 
ty thes to the m! inistry, light can- 
dles in holy places which are near 
to your dwelling, come frequent- 
lv to church, and humbly implore} 
the patrenage of the saints—for, 
if you do these things, you ma 
come with security, in the dav of 
the tribunal of the eternal Judge, 
aid say, “ Give us, O Lord. for 
qe have given unio thee.’’* 
Wesee in this an ample de- 
scription of a good christian, in 
which there is not the least men- 


tion of the love of God, resigna-|s! 


tion to his will, obedience to his 
laws, or of justice, benevolence 
or charity toward men; and yet 
this is the description of a good 
christian of the eighth century. 


“ Without arts, sciences, com- 
merce, policy or principles, the 
European nations were all as bar- 
barous and wretched as they could 
possibly be, unless a miracle had 


been wrought for the disgrace of 


humanity. Every thing wore the 
colour of religion; temporal and 
spiritual affairs were confounded, 
and from this unnatural mixture, 
sprung athousand abuses. The 
history of these ages forms a satire 


wee 





* History of Modern Eurone, 
vol. 1, fare 193. 





sier of ihe Gospel. 


on-the human soul, and on pel. 
gion; if we should impute it ty 
the faults of its minisicis. 

In - vear 1074, Poy e Gre. 
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tab lished 


ret dex oa of Cour cyl, (Cs. 
A the cehbacy of the clep. 
ey, whichoblived all such cle rey. 
men who hk: rried wive: 
to part with their wives, or 
Up their benefices, which OCCe- 
sioned the most Creacful tumulis 
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in the greater part of Europe, and 
is still productive ef much evil in 
the Roman Catho c provinces. 
About the same period, the 
nonstreus and absurd dectrine cf 
transubstantion was esial 
by which it 1s dec 
bread 


— dq; 
ared, tha 
and wine, in the sacrament 
after consecration, is truly the rec! 
body and blood of Jesus Christ.— 
it hus, ‘darkness covered the earth 
and gross darkness the people; 
let it suffice, for the sake of bx 
vily, to say that matters in the 
Romish Church went on from bad 
to worse; until the beginning o 
the reformation which began ix 
the year 1517. Were we mus 
top fer the present. 
Your's, &c. 
———<>—- 
FROM THE GUARDIAN. 

TO A GAY YOUNG LADY. 

Ah, my Harriet, you are dress: 
ed for the ball! Yet stay, stay 
moment and listen to the voice 0! 
friendship. You have spent som 
hours of precious time in deco: 
rating that fair body. I acknow: 
ledge that you are lov ely—you are 
even charaning; yet think not, be- 
loved girl, that I regard you with 
pleasure at this time, No, my 
heart sickens with anguish. Alas: 
how soon must this fair structul 
crumble to pieces and fall. 500! 
shall the lustre languish in tha 
eye, and the paleness of deat! 
overspread that face; yes, and‘ 
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Weep tears of blood. 


To a gay yee J Lady—Union for Prayer. as: 


worm shall riot on that rose so 

ed.’ All these ornaments mus! 
bi exchanged for the snow white 
robe of death. 
that hour—think of it now. It 
may not be far distant. These 
active limbs, now about to move 
in the sprightly dance, may very 
soon be Stitt and cold, confine?! in: 


the nerrow cofSn—commitited to} 


that dark and cheerless mans... 
where no voice cf mirth shall ever 
break the dismal eloom. 
Buta more agonizing iden press- 
esonmy throbbing heart. Should 
all this loveliness ¢o to hell !—O 
shuddering thought! To live with 
the enemies of God. © There is 
weeping, anc wailing, and gnash- 
ing of teeth.” 

“There is the worm that never 
dies—the fire that never shall be 
quenched.” There is woe, such 
as no heart can conceive, no pen 
paint. Should this most fearfui 
doom be thine, Harriei, O how 
would the infernals triumph!— 
You start—vour tears fall. Couls 
tears save you, methinks I couid 
Think you, 
that I would give you a moment’s 
unnecessary pain’ Think you, 
that I would deprive you of one 
innocent amusement? No, dear 


O 
Harriet, think of no composiven set: 





if death should even now be sam- 
ine his fatal dait at your boso 
“ Should his strong arm 


free.’ O risk; 
eternal all. “urn, 
the dearredeemer. Delic 
that peace which passeth under- 
standing, 18 your's. * Believe, 
and look with triumph on the 
tomb. VERONICA, 
nen 

UNION FOR PRAYER. 

One of the pleasing indications 
of the prevalence of pure religion, 
at the present cay, is the harmo- 
ny that prevail $ among p Saeeeans 
of different denominatns. I: 
the city of New-York, meetings 
cutpew - 
ing of the Holy Spirit, have been 
holden in the Merimer’s Church, 
which is a kind of neutral ground, 
being built by all denominations. 
Their meetings, we undérs.anc, 
have been well attended by min- 
eters and others of the different 
denominations of christians. A 
meeting for this object was intro- 
duced in this city a few weeks 
since. The first mtecting was 
composed, by agreement, of two 
brethren from cath of the church- 
es in the city. The second or 


girl: to see you happy, is the first;third meeting consisted of about 


wish of my heart. But have you: 
not confessed that you do not find: 
real 
fashion? Why, then, will you seek 
it there? Consider, O consider, 
the object for which you were 
created. You have berun an ex- 
istence that cannever end. You 
have a soul that shall survive the, 
rolling orbs of heaven. You have 


. but one short life in which to se- 


cure its happiness—and will you 
trifle itaway? Harriet, I trem- 
ble for you. What, if life’s slen- 
der thread should break—what, 





100, composed of Baptists, Me- 
‘thodists, Episcopalians and Con- 


pleasure in the haunts of gregationalists. The fourth mect- 


ing, which was holden in the Me- 
thodist meetinghouse, was crowa- 


ed to overflowing, and hundreds 
-were unable to get in—the meet- 


ing stands adjourned to one of the 
congregational meeting houses.— 
| We sincerely hope, that no sec- 


‘tarian views and feelings will ever 
‘intervene to hinder our prayers. 





‘Is DEATH AT A DISTANCE!” 
A few days since I saw you, 




































































4 Is Death ata d’stanc 


not in the garb of humility. but 
dressed as ray as the butterfly.— 
Alas! thoug ht I, frail inortal, one 
basibe breath of the Almichty 
wonld disrobe you of all apparel, 
emise your beauty to vanish, your 

lovely dorm to become still 
and cald as the marble. Altho’ 
you are now caressed by a vain 
“ the time will come when 


you will ccase to dazzle the eye of 


your i ow moi ta’s---when all the 
feeds your pride and the cravings 
ef your depraved nature will be 
ae Death will reduce you 
to atevel with many whom you 
have desnised, and those of all 
classes who have found a —" 
house in yonder grave-yard.— 
They there sleep together in one 
common dust, and soon we, too, 
shall furnish a sweet repast for 
the riotous erave-worn. Like the 
butterfly, you may, for a few days, 
‘lutter under the warmth of the 
sun, and like her, if caught in the 
storm without a sheiter, be dash- 
edin the flood of ruin. Didst 
thou ever see the beautiful bird, 
unconscious of Ga neer » spreading 
her wings to the sun? Dids thou 
mark the fowler’s sure fire: See, 
from her summit of glory, pierced 


to the heart—fluttering, she falls, 


lifeless to the ground. Learn, 
then, thy danger—thou art the 
bird—Death, is the fowler, and 
ere thou art aware, thou mayest 
become his victim. 

® “Therefore, be ye also ready, 
for in such an hour as ye think 
not the son of man cometh.” 

| Guardian. 


MARINERS’ CAUSE, 
Extract of a etter from the Rev. 
George Charles Smith, to the 
Editor of the Christian Herald, 
dated Penzance, Cornwall, Eng- 
fand, Feb. 7th, 1821. 
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e?— Mariners’ Cause, 


Jordan House, 

My dear su—Few circumstan- 
fances have communicated more 
re | Jo) to my heart, or excited 
eat ‘ gratit ude to the Crod and 
ther of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
nat the intelligence I have re- 
eived from America relative to 
he progress of roligion amone 
-eamel. 

Having ploughed the dreary 
yccean myself, as cabin boy, as 
foremost man, and as an officer, 
I know the heart and life ofa sail- 
or; and while “bowels of com- 
passion are granted unto me, f 
cannot cease to yearn with the 
deepest interest and the utmost 
affection, over these my brethren, 

Alas, sir, a thoughtless, guilty 
sailor, I have plunged desperately 
into the “depths of Satan,’ where 
I must have perished eternally; 
but for that almighty mercy which 
commanded, * Deliver him from 
vroing down to the pit: I have 
foundaransom. Yes, sir, when 
divine goodness opened my eyes 
to see, and my heart to feel my 
danger, like Peter, I was afraid, 
and beginning to. sink, 1 bled, 
Lord, save me, and immediately, 
Jesus stretched forth his hand and 
caught” me; * And the Lord said 
unto Satan, the Lord rebuke thee, 
O Satan, even the Lord—is not 
this a brand plucked out of the 


79? 


fire ! 


Pyrr 
ia i oan cr. 


Rescued thus by boundless and 
unfathomable love, “From end- 
less deeps and black despair,’ I 
look to the precipice, contemplate 
the surging billows, and behold 
the millions who are perishing, 
with indescribable sympathy and 
tenderntss. Among those we 
titudes, I see thousands of tha 
arduous profession to which I a. 
longed. ‘The peculiarity of their 
habits, the magnitude of their 
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dangers, and the extent of 
their range and_ influence, 
awaken my utmost commisera- 
tion, and Treason thus. Have 
1 been delivered from eternal 
shipwreck, and can I calmly 
witness gui't» mariners driv- 
ingon to «the Mount” of end- 
less ruin, amid «blackness and 
tempest, while others are al- 
ready on shore, dashing upon 
the rocks, and expecting eve- 
ry moment tu perish ? No, sir, 
I once heard the Rev. Andrew 
Fuller of Kellering, say «The 
Gospel is a rope thrown out of 
the vesse] of mercy to a drown- 
ing man:’? I belive this, and 
under such impression, have 
long since decided not to view 
sailors with the cailous in- 
humanity of the plundering 
wrecker, or the frigid indiffer- 


ence of the merchant or trades-.: 


man, Whocousiders them mere- 
ly as beasts of burden, made 
to fetch and carry: but anxious 
for their eternal salvation. I 
would cast over-board these 
“cords of love,’ arid shout to 
sinking marimers, «* Lay hold 
on the hope set before you.” — 
Nor would I cease until I be- 
held them conducted, like Pe- 
ter, into that vessel of perfect 
safety, which will convey them 
to the land of rest and glory. 
As the difference of nations, 
country, and language, make 
no difference in our benevolent 
and christian efforts to evan- 
gselize the world, much less 
could it aperate to preclude the 
inost generous attentiou to sea- 
nen. Brut to America we look 








as the highly favored spot that 
God has chosen, in common 
with this island, to reveal his 
name, display his glory, and 
qualify instruments fo, “he pro- 
cla: aion of liberty tothe + p- 
tives, and the opening of i 
prison doors to them that arc 
bound. 

The intelligence, therefore, 
of your ardent labours, and 
persevering efforts to melio- 
rate the condition of American 
seamen, fills our hearts, in this 
country, with joy unspeakable 
and fullof glory. We hail you 
as brethren in this high and 
holy cause. We dart along 
the vast Atlantic; we imagine 
your faith and ardor in the 
re!igious instruction of sailors, 
and our prayers shall -impor- 
tune a throne of Grace, that 
you may become the honored 
fathers of thousands, who shall 
be begotten again unto a lively 
hope, through the resurrection 
of Christ Jesus. The time is 
now arrived, when we must 
either stand still, go back or 
go forward. To stand still, 
would be impolitic and impru- 
dent—to recede, would be dis- 
graceful and dangerous. It 
remains, therefore, that we 
go forward, satisfied that He 
who has begun the work will 
assuredly carry it on. If there 
ever were a period when neu- 
trality in religious exertions, 
or indifference to the spiritual 
interests of others, was admis- 
sible, that period has passed 
forever. The march of events 


is se rapid, majestic, and im- 























6 Dieful Providence—Anecdole. 


portant, that every man must{|which, he cursed and swore 
shortly decide for the kingdom | vehemently.—-Sergeant —_ 
of God’s dear Son. he be-jreproved him, and reasoned 
loved cause ef our valued sea-| wit! him on the wickedness of 
mien ought to he very near ourjhis conduct, and the danger of 
hearts: L feel it thus with me;:/provoking @-d to punish him, 
and having had much forgiv-| But instcad of standing reproy. 
en, Lought to love much, and jed, he made an open profes- 
labour much, to bring sinners, sion of his infidelity, and de. 
to Christ Jesus, and raise them) clared he did not believe in any 
from the degradation of human) thing supernatural, nov in re- 
wpostacy to the Throne of God,| velation, nor in any thing that 
and the Lamb for ever. LT amj|he could not see. 

a debtor both to Greeks andj At eleven o’clock, he went 
Barbarians, both to the wise tohis post. At twelve o’clock, 
and unwise, so as much as in; Sergeant . With an order- 
me is, | am ready to promote,ly man, yisited the different 
the gospel with all, knowing|sentinels, and in approaching 
that it is the power of God un-j|the profane swearer, was sur- 

















to salvation.” prised to find himself not chal- 
lenged. Seargeant spoke 
AWFUL PROVIDENCE. but received no answer; and 


From tix’ Londen Methodist Magazine.| approaching him, found him 
Dear Sir—lI received the fol-|resting on his musket, ani 
lowing account from aa oflicer| tears ruuning down his face.— 
in the army, with unquestion-|]On shaking him by the arm, 
able evidence of iis authenti-|the unfortunate man, by put- 
city. ‘The insertion of it in|ting his fingers to his ears ant 
the Methodist Magazine may; mouth, signified that his hor- 
serve the interests of religion,|/rid imprecation was answeret 
and will greatly oblige your’s|by the loss of his hearing and 
in the gospel of Christ. speech. How awful the state 
Burnley, Jun. 21, 1821. of that man who contendeti 
During the year 1819, a pri-| with his maker! Itis hard to 
vate soldicr in a regiment of/ kick against the goads. 
foot, quartered at , in Ire- 
jJand, was noted for profane FROM THE GUARDIAN. 
swearing and horrid impreca-| Anecdole.—A young genitle- 
tions, particularly for calling|man who graduated few years 
upon God and the Devil alter-|since, at Yale College, was 
nately, to strike him deaf and|heard to say, «I have finish- 
dumb. One evening, being in cd my collegiate education— 
the guard-house, he related [I will now devote two years 
some things to his companions to the study of my own profes- 
which seemed to them incredi- sion, and then 1 will take one 
ble, and in confirmation of year to see ifthere be any thing 
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ia that mighty thing called! 
religion.” 

His first purpose was not yet 
half accomplished when he 1cdl 


srevivals of Lehigioite 





~~ 
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attenling the preaching of the 
word ; they weuld h vavel gome- 
times six or seven min &S te an 
evening meeting, and 72 oF 





suddenly sick, was seized with 
niadness, and died! 


« Great God! on what a slender thread 


Mang everlasting things!” 


Reader! hast thou any thing 
to do before thou wilt attend 
to the concerns of thy soul ?— 
He, in whose hand thy breath 
is, commands thee to seck first 
the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness. 








REVIVALS. 


fautract of a letter froma Min- 
ister of the Gosfel, to the Edi- 
tor, dated Wilson County, W. 
Tennesse, Sefit. 29, 1821. 


15 miles to a monthly met 
ives the work was chiefly 
mowest the youth of hoth sex« 
es, end in a few instances, the 
distressed were convulsed.— 
At our monthly meeting in 
June, 5 were baptized; July, 
15; August, 15; at September 
meeting, 233 and so on, more 
or less, for about 15 months, 
until 98 in the whole were ad- 
ded to the church, and for the 
ereater part, seem to be going 
on in the strength of the Lord, 
as we have had but few exclu- 


‘sions. 


‘* Inthe churches composing 





«This Cumberland wilder- 
ness, since the foot of a white 
inan was first imprinted on its 
soil, has never rejoiced and 
biossomed as the rose, in se 
ampie a manner as it has with- 
in the past two years—the glo- 
rious work began about the 
middle of April, 1819, congre- 
gations became numerous, at- 
tentive and solemn; the word 
of God was quick and power- 
ful in the hearts of the hear- 
ers; the hearts of professors 


were quickened by the fire of 


divine love, and sinners began 
te cry out, what must we do 
to be saved—a great cry for 
preaching was heard in every 
direction, and ministers be- 
came active and zealous in 
preaching the gospel, day and 


ithe Concord Association, have 


been added in this revival 789. 
The work at present, seems to 
have subsided, except ina few 
places—** this is the lord’s do- 
ing, and it is marvellous in our 
eyes.” QO, that men would 
praise the Lord for his good- 
ness and his wonderfu! works, 
to the children of men.’’ 


Letter to the Editor of the Rerrerovs 
RemMEMBRANCER, from the Rev. Tho- 
mas Grier, dated dated Westown, 
Orange Co. N. Y. Aug. 7, 1821. 

«* This congregation experi- 
enced no material change dur- 
ing five years past, until the 
middle of last Sept. ; when it 
appeared to be the set time to 
favour Zion, This refreshing 
from the presence of the Lord, 
was neither preceded by unu- 


nicht; no difficulty could deter} sual lukewarmness nor ushered 
the enquiring multitude from!in by any remarkable proyvi- 

















(evwiviais of 


Gence. 
eral heaith, peace and prospe- 
rity, the lord in is unbounded 
cempassion, visited us, 
holy arm was made bare, and 
his stately steppings were seen 
in the sanctuary. Now, the 
Roly Spirett of the living Ged 
silently possed frem house to 


d 
house, and from heart to heart, 
and conyvin- 


in his awakening 

cing, regenerating and = con- 
verting mnmfluences. Sinners 
were heard to exclaim with 
consternation, § What shall we 
do to besaved!? Prayer meet- 


ings were established in four! 


differcat parts of the congre- 


gation, which were always 
crowded, A serinon was de-| 


Jivered in some part of the so-' 
ciety every evening; yet, sel- 
dom a private house was sufh- 
ciently large 
hearers, During this precious 
season, While the trephies of, 
ihe cress were multip lying, the| 
professing people of God were 
anusdally engaged in further- 
ing the work, and promoting 
the interests of the redeemer’s 
kinedom. ‘Chey were anima- 
ted and enliv ened, in their re- 
Jigious exercises; their faith 
was strong, their zeal ardent, 
and they felt as if they had 
much to do. 


On the 22d October, when 
ihe sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper was administered, 41 


His} 








bly? 
‘every spot is occupied, 


to contain the: 








” 7 * eee 
Rehorion: 


Hut ina time of gen-!the presence of the Great Head 


of the Chureh. Whilst the 
saint wept for joy, the sinner 
mourned with that bitterness 
of soul which becomes those 
who mourn fora first bora.— 
Yea, it stands recorded in the 
register of heaven—immortal 
souls were born again; prodi« 
gals returned to their heavenly 
father; and heaven’s arches 
resounded with the joyful ac- 
clamations of angels. 


This day was succeeded by 
many mectings for prayer and 
yreaching, Which are not easy 
to be described. Do we cast 
our eyes around on the assem. 
The house is crowded, 
and a 
large assembly at the doors 
anc windows. Do you open 
your mouth to speak, in read- 
ing or prayer? All is silent as 
the grave, solemn as death ; 
‘and all listen as for eternity. 
You pronounce the Gospel of 
the Son of God?) While some 
are bathed in tears, the re- 
strained groans and cries of 
others mingle their sound with 
the voice of the preacher.— 
‘hink not that disorder and 
confusion must ensue. No; 
deep and solemn silence, with 
which nothing can be compar- 
ed, unless it is the stillness of 
the grave, pervades the aston. 
ished assembly, and whispers, 
Gop Is HERE! His holy arm 








persons separated themselves) is made bare—his stately step- 
from the world, and declared pings are seen, Do you take 
on the side of the Lord Jesus.' occasion (after the public ex- 
A day long to be rememberd. -ercises of worship are over) to 
Christians enjoyed much of converse in private with your 








° ae eae rm 
Rec 4 (les Oy cll Un. ‘ 2 

; ' of ees ye Pe 
hearers?) Wiilst some are re-lto own thei Lord and Mae-- 


: P , ry ve , i J cay 
‘oicing with joy unspeakle andj ter, At the calling of then 


hell of glory. others are over- NAMES. they take their stand 
whelined with sorrow and an-' i the middle aisle to enter into 
saish of soul for sin. ‘Theirlchurch covenant. It is not 
thoughts carry them to the|strange that we see tears of 
bar of Ged. With a broken|joy fiow in abundance from the 
heart and a trembling voice,jeyes of the Christian. Sut 
they enquire. «ow can Ijnow we see new and strange 
dwell with the devouring fire?|things indeed, The gospel- 
How can I dwell in everiast-{hardened moralist whose heart 
ing burnings? OF! that L sin-|bad always been proof against 
ned against Jesus! Jesus! my|the thunderings of Sinia. and 
best friend and constant bene-lall the tears. groans and blood 
factor. Canhesave? Will helof a compassionate Saviour, 
save?’ This is not vain de-|now finds the names of his 
Jusion or enthusiasm: No! welchildren enrolled among those 
do most assurediy know and|who have vowed on the side of 
belicve what our eyes havelthe Lord. He sces them take 
heard. of the goings forth of their stand, one after another, 
the spirit of the Living God.\amang those who are jnst a- 
Yea, ask the man of the world, bout to take the oath of alle- 
ask the infidel and tie scoffer ;| giance and fidelity to the great 
they themselves are constrain-!|King of Kings and Lord of 
edd to acknowledge with the, Lords; whi ‘Ist he himself has 
eeniurion of old, who said—:neither part nor lot in this 
«Truly this was the Son of matter, We know not whe- 
God.’ So they confess this ther he contemplates a more 
work is none cise but the work awful separation on the day of 
of God. But base ingratitude judgment, when the trump of 
says, ‘Tell it not in Gath, pub- God shall give the alarm, and 
lish it not in the strects of As- assemble the whole werld—or 
kelon. Butthe ties of God are whether he reflects on the state 
upenus, toown his goodness ofthe damned. where the worm 
and to acknowledge the tri- dieth not, and the smoke of 
umphs of his victorious grace. their torments ascendeth up for 
Five weeks more having re-' ever and ever. But we do 
volved around, and another know, those eyes that never 
communion season is enjoyed, |afforded one tear for the most 
100 new members were recciv-|acute pain, or at the funeral 
ed in communion, as the fruits!of the most endeared relative. 
of this glorious harvest, who,|now burst forth in the most co- 
having previously appeared be-|pious effusion. That counte- 
fore the session, and given am-|nance which always indicated 
ple satisfaction of their newlinattention, or self-justifica- 
birth, came forward. publicly ition, is changed for the most 
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deep solemnity: and, looking! 
ashamed, he stands at a dis % 
tance, afraid to lift up his eyes 
to heaven, and intercedes for 
pardon. 

On the seventh of January 
last, 56 more were added to 
our number, including in the 
Whole 196 in the space of four 
months ; 123 of whom receiv- 
ed the sacrement of baptism. 
Thus the church of Westown, 
organized with eighteen mem- 





bers, eleven years since, (ex- 
cluding those who have died, 
and those who have been dis- 
missed,) now consists of 438 





m*mbers. ‘This is the Lord’s 


doing and marvellous in curl! 


eyes. Let our hearts accor C 
with the anthem of ehoriied | 


spirits around the throne, whe 
cry, “not unto us, 0 Lo 
But unto thy name be the gio- 
ry.” THoMAs GRIER, 


iiife im 


cd ileation, necessary 





PRAYER MEETINGS. 

T look upon Prayer Mect- 
ings as the most profitable ex-' 
ercises (excepting the public 
preaching) in winch christians 





canengage. ‘Phey have a di- 
rect tendenc y to kill a worlaly | 
trifling spirit. and draw dswi' 
a Divine blessing upon all our 


concerns, compose differences,|sleep in Jes 


and enkindle ‘at least main- 
tain) the flames of divine icve 
amongst brethren. 
PRAYER. 

When Christ went up into) 
4 mountain apart to pray, he 
dismissed the multitude, to 
teach us, that when we address 
ourselves to God, we must first 
dismiss the multitude ; we must 
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they" v9 


in duty. BuRorry. 


<li desteg 
OBITCOARY. 

It is with the deepest sor- 
row and regret it becomes our 
painful duty to announce the 
mnourntnl tidings of the ae 
of brother JAMES G. JEF 
KRIES, late of the Baew OL 
Lunenburg, Va. ‘This amia- 
‘ble young man embraced the 
Gospel, ‘and was called to the 
ministry thereof, «inthe days 
ot his youth,” and was willing 
o dedicate the prime of bis 

x the service of his Jord 
master, he appeared to 
ossess every amnable qualifi 
to form the 
character of the truly pious, 
useful, and acceptable winis- 
cer Of the eoespel of Christ ; bu 


Rite 


ome 


ata time When our prospects 
were brightening on ever} ide 
and wien we were with pica- 

sure anticipating his future 
usefulness in the Church of 
(xod 3 it pleased Lis master to 


remove him from the chureh 
niditant below, to the church 
triumphant above, he fetl a- 
sus, im the fuil tri- 
umphs of faith, and has, no 
doubt, received a = crown of 
righteousness.” hy 
will be doue as in heaven, so 
on earth.” 

We have received from his 
iriends an interesting account 
of his dying sentiments, which 
shall be inserted in our next 
number. EDITOR. 


bord, 


Ordination——Poelry, &1 


ORDINATION, 

On Monday, the 15th day 
of October last, : t upper Soul h 
jlvco Meetin: Afotise, Person 
County, Sta ite of North Caro- 
lina, Was ovdained to the office 
of a Minister of the Gospel, 
(by a Presbytery appointed 
for that purpose, by the Coun- 
iry-Line Baptist Association, ) 
ROBERT M*KEE of Caswe'! 
county. Elder Geo. Roberts, 
preac hed the Ordination Ser- 
mon, frem Rey. 1. 16—‘** And 
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Shineth in his strength, Af- 
ter which, the said brother, 
(being previously examined by 
the Presbytery, and having 
given due satisfaction,) was 
solemnly set apart for the work 
of the ministry, by fasting, 
prayer, and the laying on of 
the hands of the Presbytery ; 
a solemn & impressive charge 
was then delivered by Elder 
John Landers, and the right 
hand of fellowship by all the 
brethren present. ‘The time 


he had in his right hand seven|was tender and solemn, and 


stars, and out of his mowth went 


we hope, met the approbation 


a sharp froo-¢ dred sword, and\jotthe great head of the chris« 


‘is countenance was as the Sun 





tian élurch. 








POETRY. 


—— 


“lrom the Petersburg Intelligencer. | 


Gospel Melodies. 


‘* And he said, 1 am he.’’.....GOSPEL. 


— 


¥.ed by Judas, came the Jews, 
Seeking for their sacred prey ; 
jdark their purpose, night they choose, 
Fearful of revealing day! 


Jesus asked—his anguish fled! 
«¢ Who must now your victim be?’? 
s¢ Christ of Nazareth!” they said: 
And he answered—“ I am He!” 


Hie, who when all space was night, 
And all chaos, strife and storm 5 

Spoke that darkness into light, 
And that chaos into form! 








$2 Poeiry. 


He, who spread the arching skies, 
Formed the sun to rule the day ; 

Bade the moon. with silver eyes, 
Light the evening’s darkling way! 





. Hr, who in the lapse of time,— 
Nations! wonder at the theme! 
Left his residence sublime, 
Wretched sinners to redeem! 


To redeem from death and hell, 
By imputed righteousness;— 
Swell my soul, the anthem swell, 
To the Saviour’s wond’rous Grace! 


YROM THE BOSTON INTELLIGENCER, 
Morning Prayer, for a Child. 


QO GOD! I thank thee that the nigiit, 
In peace and rest, hath past away, 
And that I see, in this fair lirht, 
My father’s smile, that makes it day. 


Be thou my Guide: and let me In c 
As under Thine All-seeing cye 
Supply my wants—my sins forgiv es 

And make me happy when f dic. 


Evening Prayer, for a Child. 


ANOTHER day its course hath run, 
And still, O GOD! thy chikd 1s biest: 

ior thou hast beenyby cay, my sun, 
And thou wilt bes by nivht my rest. 


Sweet sleep descends, my cyss to clos 
And now, while ail the world is still, 
I give my body to repose, 
My spirit to my Father’s will. 





